SCARBOROUGH, 


bo 


On Sunday che 31ſt 
1730·T. for the Charity -Chil 


there 


PREACH”D 


. 


AT 


upon the. Waters... 


4 


of January, | 


STEPHEN CLARKE, M. A. 
oy: of Burythorpe in » Lonken IRE. . 


* * 


— 


. — 
n 


Publiſh? a at the Requeſt of «ſeveral Mem- 


bers of the Sociecy concern d in promo- 
ting that Charity. 


* 


— — 


” 2 - ” 
* * ' % 2 F 


5 


* 
9 
- 
Ll 
* - 
2 
—— TY. 
* m 4 
= - - . . 
* - — + 2 


— 


MF ws, 'Gzx7.; a5 to be fold, 
We ee in Hull. 1731. | 0 


— 1 by 
vo " - * 
o LED 2 
? P A * 
K 
n;, 
. „ 1 
el P., 
- ” V4 
* - s 5 7 
* 
— o - - » 
* 9 
— . 
. * m 
\.. & > 
* , | 
»S WW. - * 
= * 6 
: 
_— 
I 
— 
* 
—— 
k * 
— 1 
2 
= - 
FS 
* 
* 
. _— 
% - 
4 
* 
„ 5 
* * 
. 
A 
* 
3 
oq * 
- 
- 
of # 
= 
.. 
4 " 
, Fo * 
1 . 
9 - 
— 
* 
- 
E 
: - 
. 
- 
- 
$S% 3 
8 


A 
— 
-J 


- | 8 : QHY 8 x 2 
. YZ ID — 8 
7. * 
ee. os Bk 
I bb FR — 


ECCLES. A x. 


(aft thy Br-ad upon the Waters, 
for thou ſhalt find it after many 
Days. | N 
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ceeded all the Kings of the 
Earth for Riches and Wiſe 
dom, and was directed by 
the One into the ſureſt 
SSN >>” þ Methods of advancing 
Ser Am the Other ; is ſuppos'd in 
| — the + proverbial Speech 
before us, to ſtir us up to a generous Sharing 
of our Subſtance with the Poor and Diſtreſſed, 
Who cannot make a Requital, from the great 


Advanteges redounding from the Exerciſe of 
{ach Liberality. 


7 Parabolica locutione hortatur ad Eleemoſynam. 
Porrd illad ( ſuper tranſeuntes aquas ) Hebraice & 
Grece ſonat ( ſuper faciem aquarum) id eſt, libe- 
liter & profuſe, perindè atq; fi opes tuas in aquas 
protunderes, Es Trus in locum. | 
A 2 Some 
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Some might be apt to reply upon a naked 
Propoſal of this Duty: What! ſhall we be- 
flow our Goods to feed the Poor ? Shall we 
give our Riches to the Needy from whom 
we can hope for nothing again? This is the 

Way to change Conditions with 'em, to de- 
prive ourſelves of our own Lively-Hood, and 
no better in Effect than caſting our Bread up- 

on the Waters; for what we thus diſpoſe of 
will as certainly be loſt, as our Bread will if 
thrown into the Ocean. 

The Royal Preacher therefore, who had f 
Philoſophy to ſee very far into the natural 


Tendencies of Things, and Inſpiration from 
above to eſtabliſh the Truth of his Remarks; 
* in order to obviate and remove any ſuch 
Difficulties that might be made againft Con- 
tributing our Afiſtance to thoſe who want 
it, lets us know for our Encouragement, that 
if we do thus Caſt our Bread upon the Waters, 
we ſhall find it after many Days : That is, we 
ſhall find a ſufficient Return for ſo doing, 
which tho' many Days may paſs before it ar- 
rives, will more than countervail its Delay by 
the Intereſt "twill bring with it. Or, by find- 
ing it aſter many Days may be ſignified, that 
ſuch a Reward conſtantly goes along wich 


r 


8 


* Ne autem quis exiſtimaret eleemoſynam fic libera- 
liter effuſam 23 ſicut perit quod in aquam de- 
nie itur, ided addit ſapiens: quia poſt rempora multa 


alum vnvenies, q. d. nihil inde tibi peribit, ſed 
quicquid contuleris in pauperes, tandem etiam poſt 


longiſſimum tempus, cum foenore ad te redibit. 
Iiem ibidem. 
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1 the Performance of this Duty, as we ſhall 
a find ourſelves in the Enjoyment of, after we 
e have many Days enjoy d it. When the Gufts 
n of other Pleaſures that have been purchas d 
5 b our Wealth, 1s weaken'd, or quite departed, 
8 e Conſciouſneſs of having acquitted ourſelves 
d as we ought in diſtributing to the Neceſſity of 
. our Brethren, will be a Spring of fre/> Satis- 
f faction, which will always accompany us even 
if to the end of our Life, and never ceaſe to at- 
tend us when our Life here is ended. Both 
d theſe Senſes may be deſign'd in the Expreſſion 
ll of finding it after many Days, and therefore I 
n ſhall have an Eye to Both in my farther Diſ- 
; courſing from it. 
h The Words of the Text taken altogether 
1- may have an * Alluſion to ſowing Corn up- 
nt on watry Land, which when the Seaſon hzfs 
at may produce a Crop plentiful beyond Expec- 
5, — - — . — 
ve * Some underſtand the Words as a direct Encou- 
2 ragement, to ſowing watry Ground; ſome, to fol- 
bY lowing Merchandize by Sea; as others, to a generous 
b Kxerciſe of Beneficence to the Poor. To this purpoſe 
J ſpeaks Ff. Ac 1 us ILLyzicus, Mitte panem tuum 
2 ſuper faciem aquarum, quia in multitudine dierun 
lat invenies illum; pro, poſt multos dies; id eſt, 
ich longum tempus revertente Nave habebis lu- 


crum. Aly de ſeminatione in ſolo humido, quia 
in zſtibus tales agri ſunt fertiles. Er Rugsunt, 
Panem mittere ſuper faciem aquarum, aliqui de 
largienda pauperibus eleemoſyna, aliqui de maritima 


=> negotiatione exponunt, quod tales Negotiatores victum 
« 1 opeſq; ſuas mar! credant, veluti ſeminantes cas ſpe me- 
1 tendi lucri. Clavis Scripture Par. 1. Col. 236, 237, 
bir. 819. ejuſdem partis. They are true in all theſe 
— cs ; and therefore applicable to any of em, as Oc- 
ihe caſion is preſented, | 


tation. 
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tation. Or perhaps the Royal Preacher being 
himſelf a Royal Merchant Adventurer too, 
and having a Navy of Ships which once in 
three Nears brought him in a prodigious Quan- 
tity of Gold, and Silver, and other Commodi- 
ties, might have ſome Regard to the vaſt Re- 
turns thar, are often made by a long Voyage at 
Sea, when it proves ſucceſsful. Bur be This as 
It will, They will be profitable for our Inſtruc- 
tion, if from them we take Occaſion, 

FirsT, To learn how to perform the Duty 
of giving Aſſiſtance to thoſe who are 
in Want. 

And, SEconDLY, To confider the Encourage- 
ment annexed to the due Performance of 
this Duty. 

In Order to the FirsT of theſe we muſt ob- 
ſerve, that every one who is in Want of our 
Aſſiſtance is the proper Object of it; and there- 
fore to every ſuch Perſon our Aſſiſtance is to 
be granted. To this Purpoſe are the Words 
immediately following my Text, Give a Por- 
tion to ſeven, and alſo to eight : Where we are 
Not to think that our Kindneſs is reſtrain'd to 
che preciſe Number of * ezght, but a definite 
Number is put for an indefinite; and it ſigni- 
fies, that we muſt divide our Portion with 
every one whoſe Neceſſities entitle him to a 


* His verbis ſapiens iterum hortatur ad eleemo- 
nam large & copioſ: faciendam ; eſtq; ſenſus, 
Da ſeptem hominibus egentibus, imo ofto, id eſt, 
multis, & valdè multis, partem & portionem cuiq; 
ſuam, 1d eſt, conare cmuibus benefacere. EsT1vs 


- | _ Share 


ET) 


Share of it. For every one who partakes of 
Human Nature is our Brother ; and Whe/o 
bath this World's Good, and ſeeth his Brother 
have need, and ſhutteth up his Bowels of Com- 
paſſion from him, how dwelleth the Love of God, 
or of bis Brother in him? And this is the ra- 
ther to be taken Notice of, becauſe there are 
People in the World of fo ſhrivel'd a Diſ- 
poſition, as to have no ſuitable Reſpect to the 
Calamities of Others, unleſs they paſs under 
the Denomination: of the ſame Party themſelves 
are attach'd to. Nay there have been ſuch 
Monſters of Cruelty under the Shape of Men, 
and Profeſſion of Chriſtians, as, inſtead of al- 
leyiating, or removing the Miſeries of their 
Fellow-Creatures, have done their utmoſt to 
heap more Miſeries upon them ; and\ with an 
unſparing Hand deſpoil'd em of the Comforts 
of Life, and even of Life itſelf, only becauſe 
they could not ſwallow down the moſt impious 
Doctrines, and palpable Contradictions. . And 
where others are happily hinder'd by whole/ome - 
Laws, from running into the ſame Exceſs of 
Barbarity, depriving innocent People of the 
Means of getting their daily Bread, has been re- 
commended by ſome as a laudable Exerciſe of 
wholſome Severities upon 'em, for not having 
their Thoughts, as our Thoughts. 

But what manner of Spirit ſoever ſuch Per- 
ſens are of, they are undoubtedly deſtitute of 
the Spirit of the Goſpel, which inculcates no- 
thing ſo much as univerſal Love and Kind- 


7 neſs to the whole Race of Mankind. And 
q if any one can behold his own Nature di- 


's ſtreſſed 


©...” = 
ſtreſſed in the Perſon of another without re- 
lieving him according to his Ability, he is ſo 
far from having a Right to the glorious Name 
of a Chriſtian, that he does not deſerve to be 
calld a Man. : | 

Indeed when ſeveral Objects of Pity are 
preſented to us, having their Caſes alike cir- 
cumſtantiated in other reſpects, we may and 
ought to give the Preference to thoſe who are 
of the Houſhold of Faith, to thoſe who are more 
nearly related to us, to thoſe whom we have 
Reaſon to think are moſt deſerving. But then 
at the ſame time, we muſt refuſe Aſſiſtance 
to none in what we are able, but as far as lies 
in our Power we inuſt do Good unto 40. 
We ſhould be like the Sun which caſts its 
comfortable Beams upon all the Inhabitants 
of the Earth; or rather as the Maker of the 
Sun cauſeth it to riſe on the Evil, and on the 
Good, and ſendeth Rain upon the Fuſt, and the 
Unjuſt ; ſo we ſhould endeavour to be perfect as 
eur Father which is in Heaven is perfect, by 
being __ as our heavenly Father 1s mer- 
ful. The Mercy of God is over all his Works; 
and if we are obedient to the Voice of Cha- 
rity we ſhall not deny our Mercy to ſo much 

as One. 4 5 | 
As we are thus bound to yield Aſſiſtance to 
every one who ſtands in need of it, ſo every one 
is under an Obligation to yield this Aſſiſtance; 
tho not in the ſame Degree, which is to be 
meafur'd by the neceſſity of the Receiver, and 
the ability of the Giver, yet with the ſame 
| hearty Love and Affection. R 
ome 
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Some in the leer Conditions of Life ſeem to 
think, that it belongs only to Thoſe of plentiful 
[ncomes, to be at any Expence for the Benefit 
of the Diſtreſſed. But this without Doubt is a 
very great Miſtake. For as they who have Abun- 
dance muſt give Alms accordingly ; ſo they who 
have but little muſt not be afraid to give according 
that little. To which purpoſe we find 4 poor 
Widow caſting her two Mites into the Offer- 
nes of God; which, being all the Living that 


ſhe had, was indeed more than ſhe could af- 


ford ; and more than all the Wealthy caſt in of 
their Abundance, tho many of em caſt in much. 
And agreeably hereto, St. Pau! intimates, in 
Fjb, cap. iv. 28. That he who laboureth work- 
ng with his Hands, ought to give to him that 
wedeth. And if there be a willing Mind, 'twill 
be accepted according to what a Man hath, and 
mt according to what he hath. not, If we have 
not more to give than two Mites, which make 
oe Farthing, That will be accepted. If we 
cannot ſpare ſo ſmall a Matter as That, we mult 
give our Counſel, our Advice, our Prayers, and 
the like : None of which will be overlook'd by 
the All-ſeeing Eye of G OD, who is pleaſed 
with a bountiful Heart, tho' under the ſtrait- 


eſt Circumſtances, and has all theſe Things noted 


in his Book. 

If thoſe in the lower Ranks are thus ob- 
lig'd to aſſiſt the Needy, they who are in 
bigher Stations are much more fo. If a ſmall 
are is expected from the Poor themſelves, 
a far larger will be look'd for from the Rich 


and Wealthy. The/e have a greater Truſt re- 
| * B 
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pos'd in 'em, which it nearly concerns them 
to diſcharge with Honour: For they are ſet 
as Stewards over the numerous Family of the 
World; and it is required in Stewards that a 
Man be found faithful. But where is the 
Faithfulneſs of that Servant, who ſuffers his 
own Avarice and Luxury to devour what his 
Lord has appointed to be laid out in ſuitable 
Proviſions for every one of his Retinue? 
Such a One is he, who being by the Provi- 
dence of GOD ſurrounded with Bleflings, 
that he may diſpenſe to his indigent Brethren 
a pager Portion of Meat in due Seaſon, does 
yet afford em ſuch a ſcandalous Allowance as 
if he reckon'd em no better than the Dogs 
which eat the Crumbs that fall from their 
Maſter's Table. 

In ſhort, let our Fortunes be what they 
will, we are all bound to be helpful to thoſe 
that are in Want, in proportion to our reſpec- 
tive Abilities; and notwithſtanding in this 
caſe we are left to judge for ourſelves, we 
muſt hereafter give an Account of it, and 
therefore it mightily behoves us to deal inge- 
nuouſly in our Diſtributions, that Wwe may do 
it with Toy, and not with Grief. 

Moreover, we muſt perform this Duty with 
a chearful Mind, and all poſſible Sweetneſs of 
Behaviour; with Pleaſantneſs of Countenance, 
and Mildneſs of Language. For Ged lqveth 4 
cyvearful Giver ; and the Gift will be the more 
highly eſteem'd by the Receiver upon Account 
of the agreeable Manner wherein tis convey d. 
Whereas if we rot a Kindneſs at * 

| | lead, 


Ex 

Head, or ſhow any Tokens of Grudging, or 
Pride in conferring it; we thereby deſtroy the 
Grace and Beauty of it, and may diſpleaſe al- 
moſt as much in one Reſpect, as we ſhall 
oblige in another, 

We muſt alſo take Care that our Aſſiſtance 
be ſpeedy and ſeaſonable. Thus SoLoMoNn 
directs us, Prov. III. 27, 28. Withold not Good 
from them to whom it is due, when it is in the 
Power of thine Hand to do it: Say not unto thy 
Neghbour, Go and come again, and to Morrow 
I will give, when thou haſt it by thee, To put 
off our poor Brethren from Time to Time, to 
orieve the Spirits of the Sad in making them 
” WT inpotrently wait for Succour, when we can af- 
ford 'em preſent Relief, is to increaſe and 
lengthen their Troubles; and looks as if we 
took Delight in the Sorrows of the Afflicted. 
Contrarywiſe, we ſhould rather endeavour to 
3 their Addreſſes, by coming upon em with 

ind Offices before they are aware; we ſhould 
reach out our helping hand affoon as we find 
aproper Object, we ſhould be ready to do Good 
whenſoever we meet with an Oportunity. 

And now I have mention'd This, tis natu- 
ral to reflect upon the happy Opportunity, 
which at this Time preſents itſelf before you. 
Here you have an Opportunity of doing Good 
o a great many at once. Of doing good to 
ſereral poor Children with reſpect both to 
their Spiritual and Temporal Welfare; in 
Teaching them their Duty, in Cloathing their 
Bodies, and qualifying 'em for ſome honeſt Em- 
ployment, wherein they may get a handſome 
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| lighter, and who cannot but be extream| 


- uſeful Members. Of doing Good to 


who may be ſerviceable to it in a great Va- 


L 12 ] 
Subſiſtence. Of doing Good to their Parents, 
who will hereby find their Burdens conſiderably 


pleas'd to ſee their Offspring in a Fair Way 
to live comfortably in the World. Of doing 
Good to the Society they more immediately be- 
long to, in furniſhing it with a larger Supply of 


their 
Country, in increaſing the Number of thoſe 


riety of Capacities. And in ſhort, of doing 
Good to Mankind in General, in helping to 
make the World better, and conſequently haf- 
tier than it is. Upon all which accounts the 
prejent Opportunity beſpeaks your particular 
Regard, and generous Contribution, to ſet 
forward the Well-being of Theſe who are al- 
ready provided for in Part, and likewiſe to 
Advance the Number of 'em. 

Laſtly, In giving Aſſiſtance to Theſe and all 
other Objects of it, it highly concerns us to be 
Acted by the noble Principle of ſincere Love 
to God, and our Neighbour. This will ani- 
mate each of us to a proper Communication 
of our Kindneſs to every Branch of Human 
Nature, This will make us beſtow it with 
Chearfulneſs of Mind, accompanied with 2 
pleaſant and friendly Deportment, And This 
will effectually prompt us to lay hold of every 
Opportunity of yielding ſpeedy and ſeaſons 
ble Relief to thoſe who want it. | 

By following the Rules which are here laid 


down, we ſhall perform the Duty I have 


been diſcourſing of in a right Manner. ay 
that 


( x3 ] 
that we have very great Reaſon for ſo doing, 
will appear from the d 
SECOND Point to be conſider d, namely, The 
Encauragement annexed to the due Per for- 
mance of this Duty. 

Caſt thy Bread upon the Waters, for thou 
ſhalt find it after many Days Notwithſtand- 
ing thoſe upon whom our Favour has been 
beſtow'd are under an Inability of requiting 
it, we ſhall aſſuredly find our Account in it, 
ſooner or later, both here and hereafter. For 
as the Rain cometh down, and the Snow from 
Heaven, and returneth not thither, but water- 
eth the Earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, 
that it may give Bread to the Eater, and Seed 
to the Sower ; ſo He that miniſtreth Seed to the 
Sower, will alſo miniſter Bread for our Food, 
and multiply our Seed ſown, and increaſe the 
Fruits of our Righteouſneſs, which in due Seaſon 
we ſhall reap if we faint not. 

ONE Fruit ariſing from the due Performance 
of this Duty, will be an Increaſe of our tempo- 
ral Intereſt, Like the poor Widow's Barrel of 
Meal, and Cruiſe of Oyl, which was all ſhe had, 
even all ber Living, and yet, in*a firm Reliance 
upon Divine Providence, moſt generouſly us'd 
in ſuſtaining the Prophet Elijab, our Stock 

will not fail of a continual Supply, but our Plen- 
ty will hold Proportion to our Charity. How 
ſtrange ſoever This may ſeem to thoſe poor 
ſpirited Wretches, whoſe Kindneſs is cramp'd 
up within the narrow Compaſs of their own 
dear ſelves, the Bountiful Perſon will Experi- 
ence the Truth of it, from the Reaſon of the 
Thing, and the Bleſſing of Almighty * 
or 


| 
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For if our Beneficence is prudently apply'd, 
as it ought, 'twill correct Lazineſs, and encou- 
rage Induſtry ; *twill leſſen the Number of 
idle Vagrants, and multiply Hands to work in 
ſome honeſt Buſineſs ; and the more Hands are 
at Work in preparing the Accommodations of 
Life, the cheaper will thoſe Accommodations 
be; conſequently /z/s Money will be requir d 
for the Procurement of 'em ; and conſequent- 
ly more will be fav'd for the Augmentation of 
our Store. Thus the Wealth of the Commu- 
nity in general, will be conſiderably advanc'd ; 
and from hence every Member will derive its 
proper Portion, as every Part of the natural Bo- 
dy receives Warmth and Nouriſhment from 
the Blood, which regularly circulates through 
the Whole. 

Again, when Contributions have been em- 
ploy d for inſtilling Principles of Probity into 
the Children of the Poor, they will not be ſo 
much expos'd fo, nor ſo eaſily enſnared by, 
Temptations to Pilfering and Couzenage, ſo 
common among thoſe who have been bred to 
Nathing, and whoſe Minds are altogether un- 
weeded of their vicious Diſpoſitions. They 
will learn to deſpiſe the mean Arts of Fal- 
ſhood and Diſhoneſty ; and be ambitious of 
rendring themſelves fit to be truſted with the 
Affairs and Commodity of the Society they be- 
long to: Hence the Credit of that Society muſt 
mightily increaſe, which on Courſe will cauſe 
the Trade and Commerce of it to flouriſn; 
and where Theſe are in a proſperous Condi- 
tion, an Affluence of Riches cannot be 
wanting. And 
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And as for you who are [nhatstants of is 
Place, and find no ſmall Acceſſion of Wealth 
from the Numbers that are brought hither for 
Health and Diverſion ; you ſhould confider, 
that it will not a little encourage them to re- 
peat their Viſits, to ſee your Poor well taken 
Care of, and /ftrong to labour; that there is no 
Decay unregarded, no profligate Vagabonds, 
and no Complaining in your Streets. And when 
they ſhall obſerve your Hearts as well open to 
convey Advantages to others, 2s to receive them 
your ſelves, ſeveral of Thoſe who come here for 
the Benefit of your Medicinal Waters, will be 
induc'd to joyn with you zu caſting their Bread 
upon theſe Waters too; your well- conducted 
Charity will be ſpoken of throughout the 
Nation, and be a Means of drawing a greater 
Confluence of profitable Gueſts from every 
Corner of the Land. 

But beſides this natural Efficacy there is 
in bounteous Actions to promote our ſecular 
Profit; we may juſtly expect it from the 
Promiſes of God ſo often made to the Perfor- 
mance of em. For thus it is written in the 
Records of ETERNAL TRUTH : There is that 
ſeattereth, and yet increaſeth ; and there 1s that 
witholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to 
Poverty. The liberal Soul ſhall be made fat; 
and be that watereth, ſhall be watered alſo him- 
felf. He that hath Pity on the Poor, lendeth to 
the Lord; and that which he giveth, will He 
pay him again, I have been young, and now 
am old, yet ſaw J never the Righteous forſaken, 
nor his Seed begging their Bread: The Righ- 
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reous is ever merciful, and lendeth, and his 
Seed is bleſed. From which Paſſages, and 
more to the ſame Purpoſe, we may well con- 
clude, That exerciſing Liberaliry to the Poor 
is the right Way of laying up for ourſelves 
Treaſures upon Earth ; and tranſmitting them, 
with the firmeſt Pollicy of Enſurance, to our 
Poſterity after us. | 
SECONDLY, The Practice of this Duty will 
bring us in a Return of the greateſt Honour. 
By Honour here I do not mean the Praiſe of 
Men; which is a wrong Principle to proceed 
on: But that intrinſic Worth whereby we are 
really ennobled, and recommended to the Eſ- 
teem of God himſelf, who is the Fountain of 
Honour. This is not to be deriv'd from the 
higheft Attainments in Knowledge, which if 
unaccompanied with Good-nature' will liken 
us ſo much the more to the infernal Spirits. 
It does not belong to which is commonly call'd 
Noble Blood, which has run attainted quite 
down from its Original; and been made ba- 
ſer yet by actual Tranſgreſſion. We cannot lay 
Claim to it for having Abundance of Riches, 
vhich a Man may poſſeſs, and be ſtill the moſt 
deſpicable of Mortals. But if we are rich in 
God Works ; if we rejoyce to Shed abroad the 
Influences of our Love to Mankind, and De- 
light to ſuccour thoſe who are in need and ne- 
| ceſſity ; we ſhall thereby arrive at true Nobili- 
ty: We ſhall reſemble the God of Glory in 
That which he makes the Glory of his Being; 
we ſhall be all Ghrious within, which is far 
more honourable than to have our — 
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of wrought Gold. And This is a Recompence 
of our bountiful Behaviour for which we ſhall 
not wait at all; it goes along with it, and is 
is inſeparable Companion. | 

THIRDLY, We ſhall find our Account from 
the Performance of this Duty, in the ſublime 
Pleaſure wherewith it is attended. And This 
likewiſe is a Return for which we ſhall nor 
tarry many Days; Acts of Beneficence imme- 
diately communicating a noble Delight to 
thole who Exerciſe 'em ; and that Delight 
being repeated as often as we reflect on em. 
Unleſs our Souls are ſunk into the vileſt Stu- 
pidity, we muſt needs be ſenſibly touch'd with 
the Diſtreſſes we ſee Others undergo; and this 
Fellow-feeling, being itſelf an Uneaſineſs, will 
ſtrongly incline us to endeavour the Removal 
of thoſe Diſtreſſes which are the Cauſe of it; 
and therefore when through our Means they 
are in any meaſure remov'd, a proportionable 
Eaſe muſt of Courſe return to our Minds, to- 
gether with a large Share of the Satisfaction 
we perceive our Fellow-Creatures enjoying 
upon a Change of their Condition. 

Moreover, we having the Honour to be made 
after the Image and Likeneſs of God, who is 
Goodneſs itſelf, and from whom, as from an 
everflowing Fountain, every Bleſſing we par- 
take of is Originally Deriv'd ; to be ready to 
Diftribute, and willing to Commenicate, muſt 
be highly agreeable to the Frame of our Con- 
ſtitution, and conſequently prove a continual 
Fund of exalted Pleaſure. For what is Plea- 
lure but the Gratification of our natural De- 

| C ſires ? 
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ſires? And what can gratify the Deſires of a 
rational Being more, than to do good ? And 
if Light and Beauty are pleaſant to the Eye, 
becauſe proportion'd to the Faculty of Seeing: 
If Harmonious Sounds are entertaining to the 
Ear, becauſe adapted to the Faculty of Hear- 
ing: If the reſt of our external Senſes are in 
like manner diverted with Objects ſuitable to 
their reſpeQtive Organs: It will follow by a 
Parity of Reaſon, that Perceptions far more 
delectable muſt ſpring up in our Souls from 
the Manifeſtations of our Goodwill to ards Men, 
which are fo agreeable to their Superior Na- 
ture, ſo conformable to their Divine Dignity. 
And if ſo great a Pleaſure will ariſe within 
from doing good to any Part of Mankind, how 
much greater ſhall we feel in being helpful to 
thoſe Branches of it whoſe Neceſſities cry aloud 
for Aſſiſtance ? And if to deliver the Poor that 
crieth, and the Fatherleſs, and him that hath 
none to help him ; if to be Eyes to the Blind, and 
Feet to the Lame; if, by a ſeaſonable Aid, to 
revive the dejected Spirits of a decaying Fa- 
mily, and cauſe the Widow's Heart to ſing for 
Foy ; if it will vaſtly tranſport us, by theſe, 
and ſuch like means, to make the miſerable hap- 
py, and render the Lives of our needy Brethren 
comfortable upon Earth; what Streams of un- 
utterable Delight muſt overſpread our Minds, 
when we conſider, that by Iaſtructing the 
Ignorant, Diſcountenancing Vice, and Cheriſh- 

ing Virtue, we are Fitting Souls for Heaven? 
Every Time we think of having been en- 
gag'd in ſuch Deſigns as theſe, we _— 
| | ut 
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but rejoice and be exceeding glad : And this our 
Foy no Man taketh from us. Twill accom- 
pany us through every Circumſtance of Life : 
"Twill /ea/on the Enjoyments of Proſperity : 
'Twill Suoy us up under the Storms of Affliction : 
'Twill cheer us when languiſhing upon a 
Sick-Bed ; and give us a Taſte of the zext 
Life before we depart out of This. So noble, 
ſo extenſive, ſo conſtant a Pleaſure, will from 
the Exerciſe of Liberality be imparted to us 
all in General. wo 

And as for You in particular, who go down 
to the Sea in Ships, and caſt your Bread upon 
the Waters in another Senſe, even by occupy- 
ing your Buſineſs in great Waters: For you 
who frequently /ee the Works of the Lord and 
bis Wonders in the Deep: What a mighty 
Complacency muſt it afford, to reflect upon 
the grateful Wiſhes of thoſe who have been 
Partakers of your Bounty, conſtantly attend- 
ing you for a proſperous Voyage, and a happy 
Return? And when the ſtormy Wind ariſeth 
which Iifteth up the Waves to be Mountains 
high, how great a Comfort muſt it be to con- 
ſider, that your Faith working by Charity may be 
ſufficient to remove even thoſe dreadful Mountains ? 
And when you reel to and fro, and ſtagger like 
8 drunken Man, and are at your Wit's End, fo that 


your Souls are ready to melt away becauſe of the 


Trouble; what a refreſhing Cordial muſt it 
adminiſter to your drooping Spirits, to think 
that the Prayers of theſe Children, whoſe vir- 
wous Education has been promoted by your 
Aſſiſtance, are aſcending for their Benefactors 
to the Mercy Seat, and may prevail for /tilling 
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the raging of the Sea, and at the fame. Time 
come down in kindly Gales to bring you ſafely 
unto the Haven where you would be? At leaſt 
your tumultuous Thoughts may in ſome degree 
be calm'd with this Reflection, That tho' their 


Prayers ſhould not be heard for your temporal 


Deliverance, your Alms will nevertheleſs be pre- 


fented as a Memorial before the MosT Hicn ; 
and procure for you, through the Merits and 
Mediation of our Bleſſed Redeemer, a more 
bliſsful Admittance into a far happier Port, as 
ſoon as you are launch'd out into the Ocean 
of Eternity, 

Which ſuggeſts, for a Concluſion of the 
Whole, the h:ghe/t Encouragement to the Du- 
ty I have been recommending ; and what 
ought to be our chief Foy, and Crown of Re- 
Joycing, to wit, the Reward that awaits it in 
another World. Whether we ſhall find this 
Reward in a few, or after many Days, we know 
not; but This we know, that / it ſhould 7arry, 
we have juſt Reaſon with Patience to wait for it, 
becauſe it will ſurely come, it will not tarry : And 
when it comes twill make an ample Amends 
for the Time it has been Delay d. For his, 
and big only, is equal to the vaſt Deſires of an 
Immortal Soul : It being Great, exceeding a- 
bundantly Great beyond all that we can Lx- 
preſs or Imagine; and the Duration of it to 
be Meaſur d by None who is unable to Num- 
ber the Days of Eternity. All the Enjoyments 
aof the preſent Life are mixed and imperfect ; 
and when moft agreeable, but of a ſhort Con- 


tinuance : The Thread of our Life it ſelf 


here 
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here being at beſt but à Span long; and fo 


very ſlender, as to be eaſily ſnapt aſunder, and 


made ſhorter by ten thouſand Accidents, Not 
{uch are the Joys which God has prepar'd in 
the next Life, for thoſe who love him, and 
manifeſt their Love to him, by their Bowels 


4 Compaſſion to their neceſſitous Brethren. The/e 


oys will be N ſatisfactory to our Ca- 
pacities when exalted and enlarg d; and after 
pany Days, many Years, many Ages, many 
Millions of Ages, have been ſpent in an un- 
interrupted Fruition of em, They will be till 
Increaſing upon us; and we ſhall find ourſelves 
enraviſh'd with a Flow of ever-new Delight, 
nonearer to an End than che Moment it Began. 
- Surely then if we have a due Reſpect unto 
the Recompence of this immenſe Reward, we 
cannot but be Inſpir'd with the moſt generous 
Reſolutions, and g/adly Embrace every Oppor- 
tunity we meet with, of doing kind Offices to 
the Poor and Needy. Such Offices, we may be 
certain, are ' requiſite to Qualify us for the 
Happineſs of Heaven ; and ro ſuch Offices 
that Happineſs is particularly promis'd. For 
theſe are the Words of the Lord Feſus; it is 
more bleſſed to give, than to receive. And by 
the ſame Oracle of Truth we are told, that 
the Poor cannot recompence us, but we ſhall be 
bleſſed, for we ſhall be recompens d at the Re- 
ſurection of the Juſt. Then every Labour of 
Love we have been employ'd in, ſhall be plac'd 
to our Account; and even ſo ſmall a Thing 
as @ Cup of cold Water, that has been given 
with a charitable Mind, ſpall not loſe its —_ 
ay 
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May we therefore always be ready to Re- 
lieve him that is athirlt ; for then we ſhall 
hereafter be Invited to take the Water of Life 

freely. May we chearfully contribute to ll 
the Hungry Soul with Goodneſs ; for then we 
ſhall be welcome fo fit down af the Marriage 
Supper of the Lamb. May we. rejoyce to 
Cloath thoſe who are deſtitute of Raiment ; for 
chen we ſhall eſcape the diſmal Sentence that 
was pronounc'd upon him, who had not on 4 
Wedding Garment, And when our Aſſiſtance 
is deſir d to train up Children in the Way where- 
in they ſhould go; may we be ſo wiſe as to 
comply therewith ; for then we ſhall be inſtru- 
mental in turning many into the Paths of Righ- 
teouſneſs ; and for that Reaſon, ſhall ſhine 
forth as the Brightneſs of the Firmament; yea, 
brighter than 52 Stars for evermore. | 
In a Word, let us remember, that the Sa- 
viour and Judge of all Mankind, has condeſcend- 
ed to make our indigent Brethren his Repre- 
ſentatives upon Earth; and appointed Them 
to receive the Tokens of our Love to Him. 
And could any of us, do you think, be fo mon- 
/froufly ungrateful, as to deny an Alms to H IN 
who ſhed his Blood for Us, was it poſſible that 
He ſhould ſtand in Need of it? HE cannot 
indeed ſtand in Need of it Himſelf ; but yet 
we may behold Him, at This very Time, ap- 
fearing in the Form of a Servant; and cal- 
ling for Relief in the Wants of Zheſe poor 
Ch:ldren. And He hath been pleas'd to let 
us know, that He will as highly value the 
Kindneſſes we ſhow to Them, as if they were 
"4 hat own 
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ſhown to His Own Perſon ; and in the laſt 
Great Day of final Rerribution, will diſtin- 
guiſh us with the Marks of His Favour ac- 
cordingly. This is evident from the De- 
ſcription of His Proceedings upon that tre- 
mendous Day ; which He hath graciouſly left 
for our Correction, Comfort, and Inſtruction, as 
it is tranſmitted ro us in the XXVth of 
St. MaTTHEw. Which being ſo particu- 
larly expreſſive of our Duty; ſo very aw- 
ful, moving, and perſuaſive ; and therefore 
ſo proper to enforce A I have deliver'd, I 
ſhall therewith put an End to this Diſcourſe. 
When the Son of Man ſhall come in his Glory, 
and all the Holy Angels with Him, then ſhall 
He fit upon the Throne of His Glory. And 
before Him ſhall be gather d all Nations; and 
He ſhall ſeparate them one from the other, as 
a Shepherd divideth his Sheep from the Goats. 
And He ſhall ſet the Sheep on His right Hand, 
and the Goats: on His left. Then ſhall the 
King jay to them on His tight Hand, Come Te 
Bleſſed Children of my Father, inherit the 
Kingdom prepared for You from the Founda- 
tron of the World : For I was an hungred, and 
Ye gave Me Meat; I was thirſty, and Ye 
gave Me Drink ; I was à Stranger, and Ye 
took Me in; Naked, and Ye chathed Me; 
I was” fick, and Ye viſited Me; I wa, in 
Priſon; and Ye came unto Me. Then ſhall the 
Righteous anſwer Him, ſaving, Lord, When 
ſaw we Thee an hungred, and fed Thee? Or 
thirſly, and gave Thee Drink? When faw 
we Thee a Stranger, and tk Thee in? N 
l nakes, 
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naked, and chathed Thee? Or when ſaw we 
Thee fl, and in Priſon, and eame unto 
Thee? And the King ſhall anſwer, and ſay 
unto them, Verily I ſay unto You, foraſmuch 
as Ye have done it to one of the leaſt of theſs 
My Brethren, Ye have done it unto Me. Then 
ſhall. he ſay alſo to them on His left Hand, 
Depart From” Me he Curſed into everlaſting 
Fire, prepared for "the Devil and his Angel; 
for I was an hungred, and ye gave me m 
Meat ; I was thirſty, and ye gave Me 15 
Drink; I was a Stranger, and ye took Me 
not in; Naked, and ye cloathed Me nos; 
Sick, and in Priſen, and ye viſited Me mt 
Then ſhall they, alſo anſwer Him, ſaying, 
Lord, When ſaw we thee an hungred, or 4 
thirſt; vor a Stranger, or naked, or fick, or in 
Prije?,. and did not miniſter unto Thee ? 
7. ben NI. He anſwer them, ſaying, Verily 1 
fay untd you, foraſmuch as ye did it not unto 
one of” the leaſt of *theſe My Brethren, ye did it 
not unto Me. And thefe ſhall go away into 
Everlaſting Puniſhment, but the Righteous inte 
Life H 
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